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age; but unfortunately her acquaintance with society
was limited to its males. The wives, the mothers, the
sisters of her titled friends were unknown to her, and,
from the circumstances of the case, always would be.
Naturally, Cavendish Square was upset. Lady Sheen
sent up signals of distress. And Norton, among others,
was called in to help.

The precise details of what followed are hazy. We
know that Willy gave the young lady up, and that his
father, with some reluctance, paid her price. What is
important to us is the part Norton played, and here
the evidence is fragmentary. It is on record that he
met her by appointment in Marylebone Fields, pre-
sumably in an endeavour to induce by persuasion a
change of heart, to appeal to her "better nature" and
so forth.

The interview, so far as its object was concerned,
had no result. The young woman proved difficult to
deal witt. They walked for a long morning up and
down the semi-rural paths, he urging her to abandon
the absurd idea of marrying a penniless fellow like
Willy, she obstinate, defiant and resentful. He couldn't
understand her. In the end, he was even forced to
accept the ridiculous proposition that this girl, this
little piquant courtesan, was in love with Willy. It
was a monstrous conclusion. Even Lady Sheen, with
her great-hearted sympathy, would, he was fully aware,
never accept such a view. Yet here the girl was,
apparently determined to give up her life of luxurious
self-indulgence for the privilege of living in wedlock
with Willy amid the united and horrified scorn of all
Willy's relatives.

No, Norton couldn't make her out. And by the time
he had exhausted all his arguments, he had almost